
 

May 1, 2020 

 

Dear Woodland Families, 

On this first day of May, I hope you will find a way to enjoy this beautiful day, and I want to wish you all a Happy Friday! 
When we started the school year in August, none of us would have believed the final month of school would look the way 
it does. Today’s letter has a few quick announcements, and early next week I will be sending the final calendar for May 
and provide answers to some of the year-end and logistics questions you have.  

Kathy Shinners Named Woodland’s Gurnee Teacher of the Year 

Fifth grade Advanced Math and Advanced Language Arts teacher Kathy Shinners has been named one of the Village of 
Gurnee Teachers of the Year for 2020. Shinners, along with the winning teachers from Warren Township High School and 
Gurnee District 56, will be recognized by the village with an official 
plaque, and a grant for $1,000 from the Henderson Foundation.  

Kathy Shinners began her teaching career in 1987 at Woodland Junior 
High, after graduating from the University of Illinois with a double major 
in English and Elementary Education. She has been a teacher in the 
district for more than 30 years! Learn More.  

Woodland selects a school winner from each of the five schools in the 
district based on nominations from staff, students, families and the 
community. This year we received nearly 500 nominations! From the 
list of five finalists, an overall winner is selected for recognition as the 
Village of Gurnee’s Teacher of the Year. This year’s school finalists 
were: 

 Mrs. Concidine, Woodland Primary 

 Mrs. LeFevre, Woodland Elementary East 

 Mrs. Parrott, Woodland Elementary West 

 Mrs. Shinners, Woodland Intermediate 

 Mr. Thompson, Woodland Middle School 

 

National Field Day, May 8 

Woodland schools will join students around the nation for the OPEN 
National Field Day on May 8. This FREE event is for all family 
members to enjoy – indoors or out. Join the friendly competition and 
participate in events such as “Coin Flip 400-Meter Dash”, “Flip Your 
Lid” or “Tennis Shoe Tower” using common objects found in your 
house. Start practicing today! Watch for more information from the 
school your child attends, or learn more here.  

 

https://www.dist50.net/cms/lib/IL02213585/Centricity/Domain/1098/News%20Release%20Intermediate%20Teacher%20Named%20Teacher%20of%20the%20Year%20April%202020.pdf
https://openphysed.org/nationalfieldday


 

 
Staff Appreciation Week 

The week of May 4 - May 8 is staff appreciation week. We want our staff to know how much they are appreciated and how 
they make an impact on our students each day. Teachers have been working incredibly hard to continue instruction and to 
connect with students remotely, and the rest of our staff has been working behind the scenes to make sure other needs 
are being met such as food and technology. If you would like to send a special note to your teacher, principal, or anyone 
else at Woodland, please consider showing your support and appreciation with notes, pictures or videos through email. 
You may also consider sending a note of appreciation on social media by using #LifeintheW on Facebook and Twitter. 

Have a great weekend! 

 
Sincerely, 

 

Dr. Lori Casey, Acting Superintendent 
Woodland District 50 

Dr. Lori Casey  |  Acting Superintendent of Schools  | lcasey@dist50.net  |  847-596-5601 
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